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Civilian. __}| BALLOON 
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 
Balloon was identified by NASA Operatiins, Wallops Islands 


15, LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


_ N/A i The object was observed over tha Zastern States by many 
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION | observers, A direct report of the balloon observation was 


not made to the USAF, Only reports received was by radio and 
Ground-Visyal _| newspapers only. Cn 21 oct 65 a call froa Dover AFB, thas 
7, COURSE the object landed in a-field behind a hatchery. Tha object 


resembisc aluminum but was plastic with five valves. . four of 
Landed | | ] these appeared designed to inflate it. Salloon was identified iby 
8. PHOTOS .~- Wallops Island Station, Va. 
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The Langley Research Center is conducting a research 
project with experimental balloons at Wal Tops. The manufacturer 
of these balloons is the G. T. Sehjeldaht Company, Northfield, 
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Minn. A series of six of tHese balloons are oeing launched 


in the Currenc te sts. 


a * a = t a - | * F * a = Le | am | - 
Ine balloon is shaped like a Blimp 13.7 to 1 -2et lone 
- a. / =: . af | o Soe . , 3 
ena @p0ut 4 feet in dlareter, Le nas 3 fins o; a2 211i which 
_ & —_ 5 on _ 7 = i a i = s 
are also inflated. ft is made sof metalized mylar plastic. 
One was : wunebhbed UC mete) r e CWO Were lAtneh ean BMAKARG- tz 
ee Pits | eb 4 eA ee Be ‘a! Se bol rE tl a i. — Fe 2 vy i hee <l oe a ee ee of, —— ee iJ ey eee “ha ' 
4 ' i a , ? me | -_ 7 ‘ " 
one on October 25, and the other two in the serias may be 
launched today. 
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they have supplied about 1580 2 
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balloons to Buntsville for launke at the Cape, and the Bero 
Beach balloon may have heen vn Oc these, However, che sir 
torce UFO Office said they understood the Bers Beach valloon | 
was shaped like a light Cart ig 
the project people here feel thar persons finding balloons 
shovld, if they want to find out wmere they came om, write 
the company, giving the serial mumber and the Desien Release 
Number on the balloon. 
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orebably one launched at the Cape 


Gemini 6 mission. The Schjeidahi Compan: presentative said 
they have suppiied about 1509 2-meter metalized mylar plastic 
balloons to Huntsville for launch at the Cape, and the Hero 
Beach balloon may have been one of these. However, the Air 
Foree UFO Office said they understood the Bero Beach balloon 


was shaped like a Light bulb. 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 


BALLOON: 

1. Wallops Island, NASA, is conducting a series of tests, using 
blimp-likxe balloons in an experimental project. Balloons are 
manufactured by the G.T. Schjeldahl Co (Schel1-dah1) of Northfield, 
Minnesota. The balloons are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long, 
four inches in diameter, metalized mylar piastic, and the balloon has 
3 intlased fins off the tail. Salloon can drift for several hundred 
miles, depending on winds. Balloons have serial numbers, and DR= 
Design Release Numbers. 

2. The &.T. Schjeldanl Co also manufactures another type balloon. 
This balloon is approximately two meters in diameter(sphere), 
megalized mylar plastic, and has 3" hich projection horns, spikes, 
reflectors for radar tracking. Used to measure wind velocity before 
a launch. Have supplied 1500 of these balloons to the Marshall Svaze 


Center. 
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return of balloon to NASA. 


2, . After notifying FTD (UFO) on 21 October 1965 that the 
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3. On 22 October we received a cali from Mr, Bob Long of NASA Operatic: 
Wallops Island Station, Va. Mr. Long heard of the balloon through the 
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at Po umidemtitied inflatable, fcet. The orly marking is ONT fwill be released, he said. 
Winged object claimed oy Dov- | and the firm name of G. T.| Dover officers and the Ne. 
ér Air Force Base officials from | Schjeldahi Co. tional Aeromautics and Soace 
=a Snow Hill, Md., resident last *Mrs. Hockins doesn't know | Agency installation at Wasleos 
Thursday will be sent to Wright-| wnat it is, but suggestions made | island, Va., both say it doesn't 
‘Patterson Ohio, for investiga-jinciude a gunnery target or a belong to them. 
-igation. | device tor training radar uper-| Twos men from Dover AFB 

The valved object resembies ; alors. claimed the object yemerday., 
aluminum butts plastic. If} Mai. Robert Steele, Dover Air| Capt. Richard —— of the 
Tanded Wednesday in-a-fieid be-‘ Force Sase information officer, | Office of Safety at the base said 
bmed the hatchery of Mrs. | said it appears to be some type/he was “not sure” of: the ob 
‘George Hopkins of Snow Hill. | of test vehicle. When identifi-|iect’s origin. He sald it was 

The ooject is 12 to 14 ‘eet | cation is made by Wrizht-Pat-|‘‘some kind of tow target, I'm 
ong anmd- has a 


Lal 
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SNOW HILL, Me 
ject which fell from the sky be. 
hind a Snow ill, Md., hatchery 
Wednesday afternoon may be a 

weather hailonn, a spokes man 
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Robert Ladd, maneser of the 
Washington office ef the G. T. 
Scijeldahi Cea. of Northfield. 
Minn.. said he based his ny 
on a henteetion of the find— 
inflatable, winged ebject 12 to 
it feet long, with a wingspan of 
IN feet. Ladd said he weuid he- 
gin an investigation at once. 


MAS. Georce Tonkins; owner 
of the hatchery, said the abject 
landed in a field Sehind the 
hatchery bvilding The only 
markings were SN7 and the 
name of {he conpany. 

It was equipped with five 
valves, Nirs. Fir pking enid, Four 


Morning News, Metin, Del. 
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Strange object called balloon 


of these appeared designed fo 
inflate it 

Mrs. Hopkins said heat ap. 
peared automatically to cause 
the thing lo exnand and when it 
was carned info the hatchery 
office if quickly floated to the 
ceiving. 

A team from the Dover Alr 
Force Base picked up the ob- 
ject ane returned it to the base. 
A hase spokesman said it will 
be taken to Wright Pattersan 
Air Force Base in Ohio for posi- 
tive identification. 

Re epresentatives of the Nation- 

| Avronautics and Space Ad- 
ulibihtdlien at Wallops tsland, 
Ya., said it did hol originate 
there 

“chjeldaht was the firm that 
praduced the Echo 1 satellite 
which cut 4 brilliant. trail 
through the skiss in 1960 

LADD said Schjeldaht balloons 
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are used in fests af Wallons 


Island ard alse are used by the 
Army in tests in the W 
Virginia area. 

“it's entirely possible one of 
them get loose” Ladd snid. 
“Balloons of various types are 
fiving around the country all the 
lime in varicus fest proiects.” 

Ladd said many of the’ hal- 
loons are made of aliuruinzed 
plastic. 


MRS. HOPKINS said the ob- 
ject resembled aluminum 

Throughout Wednesday aiter- 
noon and night scores of persons 
flocked to ihe scene to view the 
abject hefore it was removed, 

Mrs. Hepkins said many 
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theories were expressed about 
ts origin and -use, the most 
prevalent heing that if was ‘a 
gunnery target or a device for 
training radar operaiocrs. 
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UFO Pacovered at Dover ATB, Delaware 2/ October 1945 
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return of balloon to NASA. 


<e After notifying PTD ( UFO) on 21 October 1955 that the odject would be 
Sent to tham for identification, Wwe received a phore call Tron Mr, Robert 
Ladd, Washington representative of the G.7. echjeldahnl Co. of “Sorthfield 
Minn, From our description, Mr. Ledd identifica the object as a test 


balloon manufactured by the Scheldahl Co, Ye requested we retain the 
balloon until Mr, Kenneth Witt, company engineer, arrived to make eositivra 
idsrtification, 

3. On 22 October we recelved a call. from Mr. Dob Long of NASA Operations, 
Wallops Island Station, Va. lr. Ieng heard of the haliocon chrouch the nows 
media and stated NASA had Jaunched similar ones menuza cured by the 
schjeldahl Co. He said a check of the winds for 20 Cetoder indicated the 
balioon could Possibly be one launched Dy NASA from Vallons Island. When 
we informed Mr. Long that a representative from the Washington’ of Picea or: = 
the Schjeldahl Co. was coming to Dover to identify the balloon, he recnest— 
ed we have Mr. Witt call him when he arrives. se, Witt arrived at pover 


on the 22nd of October and positively identified the Dalison as one mane 
ufactured by the Schjeldahl Co. for HASA. He called Mr, Long at Masa 


Uperations, Wallons Island Station, Va. and coordinated the return of th. 
balloon which was to be celivered to NASA on Monday of Tuesday of tha 
foliowing week, | 


4. Purther information on the return and ownersnip of the balloon can be 
obtained by calling Mr. Rob Long at NASA, *@llops Island Station, Va. phone 
703 {824-3431 ext 2351). 
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MEMO FOR THE RECORD 


BALLOON: 

1. Wallops Island, NASA, is conducting a series of tests, using 
blimp-like balloons in an experimental project. Balloons are 
manufactured by the G.T. Schjeldahl Co (Schell-dahl) of Northfield, 
Minnesota. ‘The ‘aibovns are blimp shaped, 13.7 to 16.5 feet long, 
four inches in diameter, metalized mylar plastic, and the balloon has 
3 iaflated fins off the tail. Balloon can drift ror several hundred 
miles, depending on winds. JRalloons have serial mimbersa, and DR= 
Design Release Humbers. | 

2. The G.T. Schjeldahl Co also manufactures another type balloon. 
This balloon is approximately two meters in diometer(sphere), 
megalized mylar plastic, and has 3" high projection horns, apikes, 
reflectors for radar tracking. Used to measure wind velocity berore 


& launch. Have supplied 1500 of these balloons to the Marshall Sexe 


oo ies 


